Savioe of the (&) Rible Course
JLesson 3 — The Jruth as Jt Js Jo Christ

(God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to this world to be the Savior of
mankind. But it was the apostle Paul that God chose to explain
this good news of salvation. Paul does this by using a key phrase
that runs through all his epistles. If you were to take out this
phrase there would be very little left of Paul's exposition of the
cospel. That phrase 1s “in Christ” or “in Christ Jesus.” The truth
expressed by this phrase is also expressed by other similar phrases
such as “in Him,” “together with Him,” “in the Beloved,” “in
whom,” etc. All these phrases express the same “in Christ” idea or
motif.

The truth behind this phrase was first introduced by Christ
Himselt when He told His disciples to “abide in Me.” These

are the undergirding words of the gospel. If we do not

understand what the Bible means by the expression “in

Christ,” we will never be able to fully understand the good

news of the gospel. Everything that the Bible offers mankind,
with regard to our salvation, it does so in Christ. Outside of .
Him, we have nothing but sin, condemnation, and death.

The “in Chrnist” concept 1s based on Biblical solidanty, the idea
that all mankind constitute or share a common life. To illustrate
Biblical solidarity, let’s look at the way the writer of Hebrews
applies this concept masterfully in describing how the heavenly
priesthood of Christ 1s superior to that of the Levitical priesthood.
First he establishes that Melchizedek blessed Abraham (Hebrews
7:1), and that Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:2,
4). He then shows how the one who blesses 1s greater than the one
who 1s blessed (Hebrews 7:7).

This 1s where the writer uses Biblical solidarity to make his key
point. He shows that Levi met Melchizedek and paid tithes to him
through Abraham when he was still in the loins (or body) of
Abraham (Hebrews 7:9, 10). What the writer 1s showing is that
Melchizedek actually blessed Levi, and that Levi paid tithes to
Melchizedek, the greater. Therefore, Melchizedek 1s greater than
Levi. And since Jesus is a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:11, 17, 21), His priesthood 1s superior to
that of the Levitical priesthood!

Scripture reveals three fundamental facts that are based on Biblical
solidarity. We have to accept them by faith, although we may find
them hard to understand. These three facts are as follows:



1. God created all men 1n one man — in Adam,

2. Satan muned all men 1in one man — in Adom, and

3. Gaod redeemed all men in one man — in Chirist.

It 1s this last fact that constitutes the good news of the gospel and
gives us everlasting hope. As vou study God's Word regarding the
“m Chnst”™ motif or idea, may vour eves be opened to the
matchless charms of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

[. Inorder o save mankind, in whom did God pul us?
1 Connthians 1:30

=

[n order to quality Christ to lepally be our Savior, God had to first
unite the divine life of His Son with our corporate, condemned life
that needed redeeming. 1t is through this union that Christ qualitied to
bhe owr substitute and representative. Then by His perfect life and
sacrilicial death. He satislicd all the demands ol the law on our behall
arid thus chaneed our legal status from condemnation to justification.
[n Christ. {(rod has given humanity a new history that fully qualifies us
for heaven. This is the incredible good news of the gospel!

2. Who are the two men responsible for our death and
resurrcetion? 1 Connthians 15:21, 22

=
=

Because the human race 1s composed of the descendants of Adam, his
sin brought death to all mankind. But thank God, m Christ we have
been given the hope of the resurrection to life.

3. What were the first and the last Adam made to be?
| Corinthians 15:45

= (First Adam):
= (Last Adam):
The word Adam, 1n Hebrew, means mankind. By his sin. the first

Adam lost the Holy Spirit and introduced condemnation and death lor
the entire human race. God put us into Christ who became the last

Adam. the second representative of the human race. 'This renewed the
Holv Spirit. and bv His obedience, Jesus reversed mankind’s destiny
by introducing ustification and life for all mankind. As we shall see,
this 15 the meredible good news ol the gospel.




4. Because of one man’s offense what passed on to all @
mankind? Romans 5:18a I

» I

Since the human race is the multiplication of Adam’s life (see
Acls 17:26), we all inherit 4 lile that has sinmed and therelore
slands condemmned 1o death. While God does not hold us
responsible for Adam's sin, nevertheless, because we were 1n
Adam when he simned, we inherit his death sentence.

5. Because of one man’s obedience what passed on to all
mankind? Romans 5:18b

=

Jusl as all dic becausc all have simned 1n Adam, so also God made 1t
possible [or all Lo obey in Christ and sland justified to fife in Him.
Ilowever, what God has obtained for mankind in Christ is a “free
gift.” Tike any gift we cannot enjoy it until we receive it by faith (see
Romans 3:17). The good news ol the gospel 1s that “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whocever believes in
Him should nol perish but have everlasting life™ (John 3:16).

6. When did God plan our redemption in Christ? Ephesians 1:4
=

Even before we were created in Adam, God had already planned our
salvation in Christ. (vod predestined all men ta be adopted as His
children in Christ (Ephesians 1:3), nol beeause we were good or
deserved it, but because of [1is unconditional love for us. The
moment you accept Christ as vour Savior, God looks at vou as
“accepted in the Beloved™ (Fphesians 1:6).

7. While stll dead in sms, whal three things did God do for us in
Chnist? Ephesians 2:5, 6




gospel. In Christ God has oblamed salvation [ull and complete Lor all
mankind. ITowever, lor these aclions 1o become ours personally, there

must be a human response. That response 1s our faith.

8. How do we experience this salvation obtained for all mankind
m Christ? Ephcsians 2:8, 9

=

Salvation 18 by grace alone 1 what Christ has done. This 1s God's
supreme g1l (o mankind., Bul Uns grace has o be made eflecltive
throueh (aith.

9. What 1s thc wages ol sin? Romans 6:25a

=

By nature, as well as by perlormance, we are siners and deserve
death since all have sinned and come short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).

10. What 1s the gift of God in Chrisi? Romans 6:25b
>

While death 1s wages we carn, cternal life 1s entirely a “free gift™ that
comes from God through the life and death of Jesus Christ. This 1
whal 1l means 1o be saved by grace alone.

11. What gifi has God given mankind m His Son? 1 John 5:11

12. What are the two options we have regarding this gift of life in
Chnist? 1 John 3:12

=
=

Because (vod 15 love, He does not farce the gift of life on anyone. The

choice 15 ours. Only those who receive Christ by laith wall experience




eternal life. This includes those who through no fault of their own
never heard the gospel but were faithful to the light they had. (See

Romans 2:14-16).

13. What assurance does John give to those who believe in Christ?
1 John 5:13

=

14. By believing in Jesus Christ, what do we become? John 1:12

15. If we hear and believe God’s Word, what will be the result?
John 5:24

=

We pass from death to life by accepting Christ as our personal Savior.
However, the hope of the Chnistian is in the resurrection, when Christ
comes the second time to take believers to heaven (see 1 Corinthians
522, 235

16. What does Christ become to those who believe in Him?
Romans 10:4

=

The word “end” means something completed or fulfilled. Christ per-
fectly obeved the law on our behalf when He was on this earth (see
Matthew 5:17). This obedience becomes ours by faith in Him and we
stand justified before God.

17. What happens when you accept the gift of Christ’s righteous-
ness? 2 Corinthians 5:17

=

On the cross, Chnst’s death brought our condemned human life to an
end. Thus by His death, humanity has been redeemed from sin. In
exchange, God gave humanity the life of His Son in the resurrection.

When vou accept Jesus by faith vou become a new creation in Christ.
Before you were a sinner, now you are righteous. Before you stood




condemned, now you are justified. We are told in 2 Corinthians 5:18,
19 that in Christ, not only believers, but the whole world was
reconciled to God. The person in 2 Connthians 5:17 is the one who

(1) by faith enters into Christ (see Lesson 6, especially Questions 3, 4,
and 9-12), and (2) is baptized into Christ (see Lesson 7, especially
(Questions 1, 5, 6, and 8).

18. What two things did Christ accomplish by His death and
resurrection? 2 Timothy 1:8-10

< (verse 10):

= (verse 10):

19. What two things must we do to be saved? Mark 16:15, 16
=

=

Your only hope of salvation 1s to believe in Christ and to be baptized
into Him. (We will study what it means to be baptized into Christ in

Lesson 7).

YNy Pesponse to /esson 3

Do you believe that some 2000 years ago, God placed the entire
human race into Jesus Christ, the second Adam? Do you also

accept that by His perfect life and sacrificial death, He rewrote your
history, changing your status from condemnation unto death to
justification unto life?

Response:
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