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Inn our last study, we discovered that the sanctuary was God's
show arnd tell of the entire plan ofredemption. In the next few
studies, which wall end these series of Bible lessons we will
constder what the sanctuary truth reveals about the closin
events o fthis earth's history. The purpose of these studies 15 to
strenothen vour faith in Christ and prepare vou forthe inal

crisis that will transpire prior to the Second Advent and the end
of the world.

Cne of the events that will take place before Christ comes to
talee beliewers to heaven 18 the mudication of the sants against
the accusations of the devil. The Bible tells us that Satan 15
“the accuser ofthe brethren. . which accused them before our
God day and mght” {Revelation 12:10). In the battle for souls,
satan 15 deterruned that none of the believers make 1t to
heaven.

Therefore, hefore the Second Adwvent can take place, Christ, our
great and faithful High Priest has to windicate the saints in the

judgment. Thisis part of the good news of salwation. The Fre-
Advent Judgment of the saints 15 often referred to as the

Investigative Judgment, and 15 what we wall examine in this
study.

1. What change talces place in our status when we believe in
Christ? John 5:24

Aswe discoveredin Lesson 5 (especially Questions 2-9), at the
cross the entire human race was executed 10 Christ, ow S ubstibate.
Because of this supreme sactifice, evetry sintiet who teceives

Chtist by faith passes from death (condemnati on) to life

(qustificatiory. This iswhat rightecushess by faith 15 all about.

2. Do believers have to stand before the jud gment seat o f
Christ? Romans 14:10



Since believers have already passed from condemnation to justifi-
cation, the question is often asked, Why do believers have to stand
before the judgment seat of Christ? Is it because God needs to in-
vestigate our cases to see whether we qualify for heaven? Of
course not! He who does not forget a sparrow and who has num-
bered the hairs of our heads (Luke 12:6. 7) also knows who are His
(2 Timothy 2:19). Believers stand before the judgment seat of
Christ because they are being accused (see the next question).

Since God 1s just (Romans 3:26), He will not simply bring believ-
ers to heaven, while ignoring the accusations of Satan. [f He did
not clear Satan’s accusations against the saints in a pre-advent
judement. God would appear to be arbitrary in Justifying some
while not justifving others. Because God is just, He reveals the
secret thoughts and motives of even the ungodly who believe on
Him (Romans 4:5) — not to condemn them, but to clear their names
forevermore. This “evidence™ will be made available for the saints
to review during the millenmium (See Lesson 24: Question 16). If
God did not do so, Satan would have a legitimate claim against
God for not bringing him to heaven, too.

3. Who accuses the believers and how often does he do this?
Revelation 12:10

4. 'Who 1s on the believers’ side m this controversy over the
saints? Romans 8:31

What Paul 1s saying here 1s that since God 1s on the believers’ side,
it does not matter who 1s against us. As we shall see, all three
members of the Godhead are on the side of believers. This 1s
indeed good news!

5. How do we know that God the Father 1s on the believers’
side? Romans 8:32
e’

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus earnestly pleaded with His
Father, “If it 1s Your will, take this cup away from Me...” (Luke
22:42). The cup He was referring to was the curse of the law
against us (see Galatians 3:13). Although Jesus sweated blood
when making this earnest request, the Father's reply was “No!”
Because of His great love for mankind. God spared not His Son.
Without the cross mankind could not be justified (Romans 8:33).




6. How do we know that Christ 1s on the side of the
believers? Roman 8:34

In Christ. we not only have a perfect Savior but also a High Priest
who intercedes for us. He will defend us against all the
accusations of Satan. now and in the Pre-Advent Judgment (see 1

John 2:1).
7. What testimony does the Holy Spirit bear to every /\

believer? Romans 8:16

This 1s clear evidence that even the Holy Spirit 1s on the side of the
believers. Therefore, as Christians we have nothing to fear in the
Pre-Advent Judgment because all three persons of the Godhead —
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — are on the side of the
believers. With such a defense on our side, we can be
sure that Satan has no chance in the judegment to win his
case against us.

8. According to Peter, with whom does the final judgment
begin? 1 Peter 4:17

The term “house of God™ refers to believers, all those who by faith
have accepted Christ as their personal Savior and whose names are
written in the Book of Life. In this judgment, Satan 1s the accuser
and Christ 1s our advocate.

9. What will be exposed in the judgment of the believers?
1 Corinthians 4:5

We humans judge each other by our outward acts, but God judges
us by the desires of the heart. Unfortunately, our acts often
contradict the desires of the heart (see Romans 7:15-23). This is
part of our Christian struggle.

10. Besides saving us, what were we created in Christ to do?
Ephesians 2:10



Not only did Christ save us from death to life, 1.e., from
condemnation to justification, but also from a life of sin to a life of
good works. These works of faith do not save us, but they are the
evidence of our salvation. Christ will bring them up in the
judgment as a witness of our faith (see Matthew 25:31-36).

11. What 1s dead 1f we do not produce good works?
James 2:17

Genuine justification by faith always produces good works.
However, the believer mav not be aware of these good works since
they are the fruits of the Holy Spirit (see Matthew 25:37-40).

12. Who profits from the good works of believers? Titus 3:8

Good works do not save us, but they do give evidence to others
that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. People judge
us by our behavior, and they must see the love of Christ
manifested in every believer.

13. What did Christ say 1s the greatest proof of genuine
Christianity? John 13:34, 35

The greatest proof we Christians can give to the world that we are
Christ’s disciples is our selfless love for one another. According to

the Bible. such love is the true keeping of the law (see Galatians
5:13, 14).

14. How 1s a person justified before God? Romans 3:28

Justification 1s by faith alone in Jesus Christ. Our law-keeping
does not save us. but 1s the evidence of our salvation. Jesus said,
“If you love me, keep my commandments™ (John 14:15, 1 John
3:24, 5:1-3).

15. How will we be judged 1n the Pre-Advent Judgment?
Ecclesiastes 12:14




The Bible clearly teaches that believers are justified by faith apart
from any good works they do (see Romans 4.5, Ephesians 2.8, 7,
Titue 3.5, ¥ettheyare judged and rewarded according to their
wotks(see Matthew 1627, John 5:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 5:10%.
How dowereconcile this apparent coptradiclion? Thiswill be

answered i1 the next few questions.

16. Howis God glorified by Christians? Matthew 5:14-16

AsChrstians, we are to be the light of the world. It is not by owr
wotdsthat we give evidence of this but by our wotks (see 1
Cotinthians 4:207. Jesus said that the world will know us by out
fruits or works (see Matthew 7:16-200).

17. What should be peculiar shout God’s redeemed people?
Titus 2:14

18. What did the works of Abraham prowe? James 2:22

Atrahatn's wotks roved that his fath was germdne, In the satme

the believersitithe Pre-Advent Judgmert.

19, What kind ofworks wall notjustify a person before
God? Galatans 2:16

We must tiot confuse wotks of faith which ate the fruits of the
gogpel, with works of the law. The phrase “wotrks of the law™
always refersto good works or law-keeping 1n order to earn
salvation InEnglish we call flegalism. In cordrast “wotks of
faith™ are the fruits of the Spirit. While the se fiuts do oot
cortribute tow ard owur salvation they do sive evidence of it. That
13 why they will be brought up in the judgm et as evidence to
prove a believer’s justification by faith

20. How many will stand before the judgment seat of God?
Damel 7:10



Dardel ishere describing the Pre-Adwent Ju ent of the believ-
ers. Wihile they them selves will not be physically present. they
will be represented by their great High Priest and Advocate, Jesus
Christ the righteous One. Thisisillustrated beantifully in Zecha-
riah 3:1-4. J oshua, who represents the people, was clothed in
filthy rags, but Jesus vindicates God s people i Joshua, Jesus tells
JToghua that He has removed the i quity from him and will clothe
him with rich robes, which represents His nglteousness. Thatis
the vindication of God'speople in the Pre- Advest Judsment.

N ote that Joshua 15 the Hebrew name for Jesus. I Chrisf owr ans
hawve bheen removed. We must make this thath owrsindividually, by
fath.

21. In thus Pre-Advent Judgment ofthe sants who wall he
wnndicated? Damel 722

Praise God the werdict inthe Pre-Advent Judgment will be in
favor of the saittal Thatiswhy when we truly wnderstand the

love of God and His saving grace, dl fear of the judgment will be
temoved (see 1 John 4:16-18).

22. What will the saints receive once the Pre- Advent Judgment
15 ower? Daniel 727

Thisisthe consummation of the ages, the blessed hope of all
helievers. The Pre- Adwert Judament will be fallowed by the

o econd Advert when God will usher 1in His everlasting knngdom of
peace and 11 ghteousness. Praise (G odl
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+  The whale purpose of the “Pre- Advent Judgment” 1sto wandicate

believers aguinst the accusations of Satann Thisis necessary
before Christ can come to take them to heaven Do you accept

this doctrine as part of the plan of salvation?

Fesponse:
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